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received vast land grants and cash subsidies from the Federal
government, and which seemed capable of extensive graft and
corruption because of their involvement in politics, gave him
pause. "Let us see whither we are tending/' the article begins,
continuing:
The completion of the railroad and the consequent great increase
of business and population, will not be a benefit to all of us, but
only to a portion. As a general rule (liable of course to exception)
those who have, it will make wealthier; for those who have not it
will make it more difficult to get. Those who have lands, mines,
established business, special abilities of certain kinds, will become
richer for it and find increased opportunities; those who have only
their own labor will become poorer, and find it harder to get
ahead.12
In spite of study and hard work, life had its lighter moments
for Henry George. These included another and more direct con-
tact with Mark Twain.
The author, hard up and in debt, came to Platt's Hall to
deliver a lecture, the proceeds of which he hoped would pay
his way East. But one of his creditors sent the sheriff to collect
the money taken in at the gate, together with a gold watch with
which Mark Twain had been presented at a testimonial dinner.
Before the sheriff could seize the money, the author's friends
"vamoosed" with the box office receipts while others, including
Alec Bell and Henry George, passed the watch from one to
another just a jump ahead of the sheriff. Alljof his confederates
contrived to meet Mark Twain and give him his belongings
when he was out of the county, on the ferry, bound for the rail-
road train in Oakland.13
Another child, Jane Teresa, named in honor of Henry's sister
Jennie and Annie's sister Teresa, was born into the George
household during the period of steady work on the San Fran-
cisco Times. When little Jane was one year old, Henry George
decided to send his family on the long-dreamed-of journey to
Philadelphia, for by that time he had saved enough money for
the trip. They were put in charge of his brother Val who had,
some months earlier, joined them in California.
The overland journey was not an easy one. The Pullman
Company had started to build sleeping cars the year before
(1867) but they were not yet to be found on all trains—even if
one had money to pay for the luxury of using them. Sometimes,

